THE   ORIGIN   OF   BULLS              149
intended to mean a Red Bull prologue or a
prologue of bulls, or whether it was a punning
description designed to convey both meanings,
but one is disposed to think that the double
conveyance is the more likely. The whole silly
effusion recalls the delightfully misspoken pro-
logue to "the tedious brief scene of young
Pyramus and his love, Thisbe", only to show
that Shakespeare could do this sort of thing
infinitely better:
You that do sitting stand to sec out play,
Which must this night be acted here to-day;
Be silent, pray; though you aloud do talk,
Stir not a foot, though up and down you walk;
For every silent noise the players sec
Will make them mute, and speak full angcrly;
But go not yet, until you do depart
Atid unto us yout frowning smiles impart;
As we most thankless will appear
And wait upon you home; but yet stay here,
But the most important item of evidence on
the point came a decade earlier, in early Common-
wealth days> when the theatres had not long been
silenced* Its value lies in the fact that it associates
the Red Bull with bull-making. Writing in 1645,
in his character-sketch of A Country Committee-
man, Cleveland, the Cavalier poet, says: